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AMENDED CLAIMS 



1 . (previously presented) A device to be fitted on a vehicle wheel of a 
predetermined size having an outer circumference and inner and outer sice 
surfaces, in order to increase the friction between the wheel and the road surface 
during winter conditions, the device comprising: 

an endless annular belt made substantially from textile material and intended 
to encircle the outer circumference of the wheel; 

a flexible inner side portion, having an elastic member, which is tightened 
against the Inner side surface of the wheel by the elastic member when tha device is 
fitted on the wheel; and 

a flexible outer side portion which is disposed against the outer sidis surface of 
the wheel when the device is fitted on the wheel, the outer side portion be ng shaped 
and configured so that the wheel cannot pass through said outer side portion. 

2. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein an Ijiternal 
circumference of the belt is 4-10% larger than the outer circumference of Ihe wheel. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the outer side 
portion of the device is designed to cover substantially the outer side surfsice of the 
wheel. 

5. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 4, wherein the outer side 
portion of the device Is made of a netting material. 
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6. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the outer side 
portion of the device has at least one opening, the largest circumference cf said 
opening being less than 2.2 times the largest diameter of the wheel. 

7. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the outer side 
portion of the device is provided with radially extending straps. 

8. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein said elastic 
member comprises a rubber-elastic material which Is covered by a spun, s/oven or 
knitted substantially inelastic thread material, said thread material limiting he 
extensibility of said elastic member. 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1, wherein said textile 
material is a woven polyamide. 

1 1 . (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the tielt 
comprises two layers of textile material, one side of each layer being coat^id with a 
suitable plastic, the two layers being arranged so that the plastic coatings txintact 
one another. 

12. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the t elt is of a 
multilayer construction, the outer surface comprising polyester multifilament yarn 
oriented crosswise to the circumferential direction of the belt. 

13. (original) A device according to Claim 12. wherein the polyester mu.tifilament 
yarn has a fineness of about 1 100 dtex. 

14. (original) A device according to Claim 11, wherein the inner layer of the 
multilayer construction is a different color than that of the outer layer. 

15. (original) A device according to Claim 14, wherein the layers are mgde of a 
polyester or polyamide multifilament material. 

16. (original) A device according to Claim 14, wherein the outer and inn^r layers 
are interconnected by a common yarn system in said circumferential direclion. 

17. (original) A device according to Claim 16, wherein the said common yam 
system is made of a polyester multifilament having a fineness of about 1 1C0 dtex. 

18. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the inside of 
the Inner side portion of the device is coated by a low friction coating. 

19. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 18, wherein said low 
friction coating is one selected from the group consisting of: silicon polymer, 
butadiene rubber, neoprene rubber, and PVC. 
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20. (currently amended) A method for fitting a device on a vehicle wheol, resting 
against a road surface, to increase the friction between the wheel and the road 
surface during winter conditions, comprising the steps of: 

providing a device comprising a - b el t mad e s ubstant ial ly frorn t e xti le maten'a t 
and int e nd e d to e nc ircl e tho tr e ad of th e wh eel a nd b e h el d i n place - by - mc aRS-of 
fl e x i b le inn e r and out e r s id e portion s which, at least on tho I ns l do of th e w l^eet^-fe 
t e nsion e d by moon s of an elas tic m e mb e r a b e lt an - OR g H ess a nnu l ar b el t n ^ade 
s ubstant i a ll y from t e x tile m a t e ri a l a nd Int e nd e d to e nc i rc l e the tr e ad outer 
circumf e ronop of the w h oo l ; a nd b e h el d in p la c e by m e a R S of floxlbl e I nner a nd out e r 
sldo portions which, at le ast on tho inn e r si d e of th e wh ee l, is t i ghtened by m e an s of 
an o i act l o m e mb e r, and the intorna l circumf e r e nc e of th e b el t i s at l oast A% larger 
than th e la rg e st circumforonco of tho whool an endless annular belt made 
substantially from textile material and intended to encircle the outer circurr ference of 
the wheel; a flexible inner side portion, having an elastic member, which is tightened 
against the Inner side surface of the wheel by the elastic member when th) jn the 
device is fitted on the wheel; and a flexible outer side portion which is disposed 
against the outer side surface of the wheel when the device is fitted on the wheel, 
and prevents entire device from passing over to the Inner side surface of the wheel 
the outer side portion being shaped and configured so that the wheel cannot pass 
through said outer side portion; 

fitting the inner side portion of the device over the outer circumference of the 
wheel to the inner side surface of the wheel along as much as possible of i hat part of 
the outer circumference which does not rest against the road surface; and 

rotating the wheel by means of the vehicle, whereby the remaining [jart of the 
inner side portion of the device moves over the outer circumference of the wheel to 
fit on the inner side surface of the wheel and pulls the belt in place along tf e outer 
circumference of the wheel. 

21 . (previously presented) A device according to Claim 5. wherein the netting 
material Is a PVC coated 1 100 dtex polyester multifilament material having a netting 
opening of 2-7mm. 

22. (previously presented) A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the outer side 
portion radially extends from an Internal circumference of the belt toward the center 
of the wheel over a length which equals at least 17% of the largest internal diameter 
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Of the belt so as to prevent the entire device from passing over the wheel 1o the inner 
side surface of the wheel. 
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